DELIVERY OF THE PLANNING SERVICE: PARISH FORUMS

A second round of meetings with parish councils has now taken place as part of the council’s commitment to engage with the parishes, with the aim of seeking to improve the Planning Development Control service. This report gives a summary of the main issues which were discussed. Unfortunately the southern parishes meeting was cancelled due to non attendance of the invited parishes. 

Feedback From Previous Meetings

i) Following the initial three meetings a summary of the discussions was sent to all parishes.

ii) A commitment was also given to update parishes of future changes to the planning process. Updates regarding changes to the appeals process and minor amendments have subsequently been sent.

iii) Officers have assessed their reports to seek to ensure that the parish’s views are recorded appropriately and that a clear explanation of the council’s decision is made where it does not concur with the parish’s representations.

Policy Update

The Core Strategy was due to be published in its final form late in 2009, (this will now be early 2010, following its approval for publication from the Council's Cabinet in December).  There was to be a consultation on the Cinderford Area Action Plan later in the year (This ends on November 27th), following which the Plan will be published and then submitted to the Secretary of State.  (This may now be at the same time as the Core Strategy).

There was at the time of the meeting no news on the RSS (It is now delayed pending further work in connection with its sustainability assessments and the future of RSS is in doubt should there be a change in government).

Who Determines Planning Applications:

Infrastructure Planning Commission IPC:

This body, which will be set up shortly and will determine nationally significant infrastructure projects. These could include nuclear power stations and wind farms.

Gloucestershire County Council

Applications relating to minerals, waste and other county functions including education and roads.

Forest of Dean District Council

All other types of application.

Call In

The appropriate Government Minister has the power to call in an application which is being considered by the County or District. Local residents or other bodies can make a request to the government office to call in an application. Call ins are more likely on applications that the Council are minded to approve.

Planning Inspectorate

A County or District application may result in an appeal and as such the Planning Inspectorate will make the final decision.

Challenge to Decision

A High Court challenge may be made to a decision but only to the legalities of the determination process and not with regard to the merits of the case. A complaint may also be made to the Ombudsman who may recommended compensation but cannot alter the actual planning decision.

An Update on Changes to the Planning Service at FODDC

As part of the budgetary constraints imposed upon the council there have been changes made within the Development Control section. In particular the Conservation Officer has left. It is intended that planning officers will be trained to enable advice to be given on Listed Building and Conservation issues but inevitably the council will not be able to deliver the same degree of specialist advice as previously . An arrangement is also in place to gain support from an adjoining authority if necessary. One of the two enforcement officers has also left and as such the ability of the council to investigate  potential breaches of control has been reduced. It is intended to review the council’s enforcement priorities to ensure that the resources available are used efficiently targeting those matters which require action.

The support team has also lost two posts and are now grouped into a single team covering Development Control and Building Control administration.  

Case Study

A case study was made of a planning application with groups taking different roles to gain further understanding of the way applications are considered.

A summary was given as to how officers consider delegated applications:

i) Support team book in the application using the validation checklist

ii) Development Control Manager  allocates application to a planning officer

iii) Case officer assesses the scheme and visits the site

iv) Case officer discusses the scheme with his/her team leader 

v) Following receipt of the consultations the case officer writes a draft report and makes a recommendation

vi) Application is presented to a panel consisting of senior officers who assess the application

vii) Decision issued behalf of Peter Williams

Future Meetings and Arrangements

Case studies were seen as an effective learning tool and it was suggested that Enforcement should be the next topic.

Other issues raised for consideration were Brownfield and backland development. Definition of untidy sites, when can action be taken.

Feedback Requested from Parish Councils: 

i) The Council would welcome views as to why there was a poor attendance of the southern parishes meeting.

ii) We are considering the format for future forum meetings as there was also  lower attendances at the North and Central parishes meetings . We would also therefore seek views as to whether the meetings are considered to be useful, should they continue, and if so in what format /venue.

iii) The Council are also undertaking a customer survey for the month of November and if your council has not already submitted a questionnaire we would be grateful if you would do so. The form can be accessed via the following link   http://www.fdean.gov.uk/nqcontent.cfm?a_id=6445&tt=graphic
or a paper copy sent can be sent on request. 

Please respond to Clive Reynolds Development Control Manager by 18th December 2009

clive.reynolds@fdean.gov.uk  
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