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COLEFORD CHARACTER APPRAISAL 

0 
1 IDSTORIC & TOPOGRAPIDC BACKGROUND 

C I.I Coleford is the major historic centre in the northwest ofthe Forest ofDean. The 
town is long established and first recorded with certainty in the 13th century when it was

0 known in 1282 as Coleforde "a ford across which coal is carried."1 It undoubtedly had 

0 
early associations with the iron-smelting industry, known to have been established by the 
Romans, and supplying royalty from the time ofEdward the Confessor when 100 rods of 
iron were supplied for making nails for the king's ships. The Forest retained a pre-eminent 
position, as a centre ofthe English iron trade well into the 14th century. The Victoria 
County History states: ''it had its own chapel by the Jate 15th century and it had emerged 

0 
[ as the principal settlement on the west side ofthe Forest ofDean by the early 17th 

century." A county map of 1760 shows Coleford, together with "Michel Dean" to be the 
principal market settlements ofthe Forest, on a main route between Gloucester and 
Monmouth. 

C 1.2 The main part ofthe town is almost completely enclosed by surrounding hills, 
though industry and housing now tend to dominate the skyline rather than the original 
dense woodJand. The present plan and the town's inherent urban quality derive from its 
relatively early development and subsequent importance as a market town, although it0. remained a tithing within the parish ofNewland until 1894, when it became a separate civil 
parish. The town and especially some neighbouring settlements expanded rapidly in the

0 late 19th century as a result ofthe local extractive industries. Further expansion 
throughout the 20th century was more gradual. Even so, the basic plan form ofthe 
historic core has changed remarkably little over several centuries and largely accounts for 

Q the present attractive and generously proportioned townscape quality ofthe conservation 
area 

0 1.3 In more recent times the fonner mining, quarrying and metallurgical industries 
especially flourished from the end ofthe 18th century to the mid 20th century. This 

0 
coincided with the Industrial Revolution and building ofrailways, which in the Forest 
started life as tramways from about 1795. The former Monmouth tram road fonns a 

0 
boundary to the western halfofthe conservation area It opened in 1812 with several 
branches near Broadwell serving the coal mining and iron-ore operations towards the 
western edge of the Forest. West ofColeford it followed the Newland Valley, serving the 
Whitecliffe iron furnaces, quarries and lime kilns, and linking to the River Wye and tin­

0 pJate works at Redbrook. A new branch line from Parkend to Coleford offthe Lydney to 
Cinderford and Mitcheldean railway opened in 1875 signalled the end ofthe tram-road. 
The section west ofColeford became a branch ofthe Great Western Railway with a new 

r terminus built just to the south ofthe town centre. This line never really flourished and 

L 
1 Oxford Dictionary ofEnglish Place Names 

0 
n 









































[ 

C 

C 
r fimlights. Nos. 6 & 8 both have six-panel doors, probably original. Adjoining are no 4 

High Street (grade II) ofsimilar date and period detail, but with, rendered walls, no 
parapet, and ground-floor canted bays. The doors are more deeply recessed, and the 
windows plain sash, but with complete narrow glazing bars. Adjoining the comer, no. 2 
High Street (grade II) is single-storey ofcoursed stone rubble, and with a forecourt 

0 enclosed by iron railings, probably early 19th century, with spear-headed finials and urn­
capped posts. Around the comer, the steep drop into Market Place leads to ground floor­
frontages a full storey below those in High Street such that Nos. 1-3 Market Place (grade

D II), are ofbroadly similar frontage detail but are two-storey with attic dormers under the 
same roof-line as No.2 High Street. The forward projecting commercial frontages at 
pavement level are later additions, probably ofthe early 20th century. 

0 
8.5 On the eastern side ofMarket Place is one further small group consisting of nos. 
33, 34 & 35 (grade II). These now consist of two ground-floor shops but were formerly 

0 
0 three separate late 18th century houses. The former is painted coursed stone-rubble, the 

latter coursed and dressed, but unpainted. Each has original sash windows with narrow 
glazing bars, and stone lintels with voussoirs to both upper floors. The shop interior of 
no.33 has an elaborate wrought-iron screen behind the fascia, and the shop-front to nos. 

0 
34-35, although visually disproportionate to the upper floors, is a good mid-20th century 
example with original glazing including recessed openings. This was formerly the site of 

0 
Trotter's until 1992, a shop which was originally started in 1830 by Thomas Trotter as a 
grocery and drapery business. The listing details mention that some interior joinery and 
fittings survive, and that no.35 is a good example ofa town-house design. 

8.6 The northern side ofNewland Street contains a significant listed group ofnos. 6 
-14 (grade II). This continuous frontage ofthree-storey late 18th to early 19th century0 dwellings includes two 19th century shop-fronts. That at no.10 is probably late 19th century 
with a fascia comprising modillion cornice under projecting flat cornice. The shop-front 

0 has four thin wood columns with decorated columns and a recessed doorway. The shop­
front at no.6 with a reeded architrave matching the adjoining door-frame appears to be 
early 19th century. The two upper floors have sash windows with narrow glazing bars

0 across eight bays. The entire group has recently been sensitively restored; the smooth 
rendering to nos. l 0-14, contrasting with rough-cast to nos. 6 -8 with splayed voussoirs 
above first and second floor windows emphasised. On the south side, nos.1-3 Newland 

0 
0 Street (grade II) is a prominent late 18th century town-house of five bays and three floors 

with stone ashlared frontage and central pedimented door, now divided into flats. This was 
formerly the home ofJames Teague (died 1818) one ofthe earliest ofthe local 
industrialists who built a coke-fired furnace at Whitehill c.1801 producing iron which 
supplied the tin-plate works by the River Wye. 

0 
0 8.7 Somewhat on the periphery of the town centre are nos. 4-6 Boxbush Road (grade 

II), a mid-19th century 3-storey stuccoed pair with moulded architraves, six-panelled doors 
and complete six-light sash windows to the first and second floors. In Bank Street, the 
fonner Bank House (grade II) is ofsimilar date with five bays and central pediment 

0 
II 

r 
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0 
containing a second floor wheel window, first floor rowid-headed window, and projecting 0 
Regency style porch with timber lattice detail. 

I](ii) Other Important Buildings or Building Groups within the Conservation 
Area 

08.8 Apart from the buildings included in the statutory list, the conservation a,r~a 
contains a number ofother buildings, mainly in groups, that contribute much to""4uality of 
the street scene. Much ofthe town centre wtderwent considerable rebuilding between 
about 1795 and 1830 and many frontages in Newland Street, Market Place and the lower n 
part ofHigh Street are ofa unified design, with for example, fluted keystones, and sash 
windows with narrow glazing bars. It is likely that this re-fronting hides several buildings 
ofearlier origin. The only surviving example appears to be part ofthe Old White Hart n 
Inn. Although much ofthe frontage is Jate 19th century, a recessed three-storey wing 
facing St. John's Street is 17th century with stone mullioned windows and hood moulds 0
above. This may have originally been a private house. Some good unlisted examples of the 
late 18th-early 19th century remodelling are No. 4 Newland Street, nos. 10-17 and nos. 
26-28 Market Place are good examples. Nos. 6-8 St. John's Street continues the theme 0,
ofthree-storey frontages with voussoirs and keystones to upper floors, but appear 
somewhat later (mid 19th century). 0 
8.9 Other buildings have later frontages, for example no. 2 Newland Street, 38 
Market Place and 6 High Street all have Jater I 9th century canted bays extending to first 
or second floor level. The first floor bay at 38 Market Place is undoubtedly the surviving 0 
halfofa former two-storey 19th century shopfront. Although many earlier shopfronts have 
been replaced, several good examples survive, for example, nos. 26-28, 29a Market []
Place, no. 36 Market Place (adjoining Mushet Walk); and nos.2-4 Newland Street. 
There are also several on the west side ofSt. John's Street (for example no.9-11 and 
19), and several more in Gloucester Road, (for example nos. 7, 17 and 45). 0 
8.10 In addition to the Angel Hotel (8.3) and Old White Hart Inn (8.8) are two other 
historic inns. The King's Head is a dominant feature closing the view at the eastern end 0
ofMarket Place and probably dates from the early 19th century. The Feathers inn is an 
unusual layout being deeply recessed from the main street frontage and a rear elevation 
with projecting wings facing the town's main car park. This too could well have pre 18th 0 
century origins. 

8.11 Elsewhere in the conservation area buildings tend to rather more modest D 
architectural significance. Close to the junction ofStaunton Road and Sparrow Hill are 
two cottage groups, vernacular in style with casement windows, probably of17th or 1gm 
century origin. No 7 Staunton Road is the best preserved with traditional plank and 0 
ledged entrance door, whilst no. 6 bas a rather fine late 18th century entrance with 
corniced timber pediment on console brackets, reeded pilasters and panelled reveals. 
Unfommately the original door bas been replaced. Map evidence suggests that nos. 16-18 0 
Newland Street built ofrandomly coursed and dressed sandstone with an 1887 date-

0 
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C 
OTHER BUILDINGS IN THE 
CONSERVATION AREA 

C 
C Away from the main street frontages, there is still much 

ofvisual interest that relates to the historic: built environment 
Top Left Bank House offBank Street is grade II listed and 
dates from the 1780's, believed to be built for James Coster 
a descendent ofJohn Coster another·ofthe Forest's famous 

C 
mctallurgisls who founded a copper works at Redbrook in 
1698. In the 1860's the building served both as a bank and 
office for the Deputy Gaveller ofthe Forcst 
UppuLeftand TopRight At the junction ofStaunton Road 
and Spam,w Hill are twO groups ofcottages, probably dating 

C 
from the 1.,. to I8111 centuries. The c.IBOO timber porch is 
unusually ornate for a eollllge ofotherwise modest proponions. 
LowuLeft IIIUILowerRI1ht The rear aspect ofbuildings can 
have considerable impact. These two views are ofthe rear of 

r 
the eastern side ofMarket Place.show the complexity of roof 
profiles and elcvational detai~ some ofwhich is ofpoor quality. 
BottomLeft Another rear view is ofbuildings in StJohn's 
Street seen from Banlt Str=t. Here historic profiles and detail 
is largely pt'eSa'Ved. The loss ofchimney pots to the stack on 
the right, shows that historic detail can continue to be lost 
without adequate controls. 
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r stone, is part ofa fonner schooi the original building to the west having been demolished. 
There is an ornate cast-iron finial at the apex of the gable end. At the junction ofBoxbush 
Road nos.23 and 25 St.John's Street, both have an intriguing plan with side/rear stone­r faced elevations following the tight curve ofthe fonner tramroad. Both buildings probably 
date from the early to mid 19th century.

0 (ill) Important Buildings or Building groups outside the Conservation Area 

[ 8.12 Close to the centre ofColeford, but not at present included within the 
conservation area are several buildings worthy ofnote, most ofwhich have some visual 
impact upon it. Most prominent is the Parish Church ofSt. John (grade II*) built to 

0 replace the Chapel ofEase in Market Place. The first phase was begun in 1878 but was 
not completed until 1907. The architect, Frederick SandhamWaller, was the first ofthree 
generations ofecclesiastical architects who built or restored many churches in the diocese 

C 

[ ofGloucester and Coleford is descn'bed as "one ofhis biggest and best.',4 The firm 
sometimes associated with the Gambier-Parrys ofHighnam and the later chancel and 
transepts were built by Sidney Gambier-Parry, son ofThomas, in 1885. 

8.13 The Parish Church is in a part ofthe town, north-west ofthe centre, laid out as a 
well-spaced grid plan in 1858 by the British Land Society which developed other housing 

D 

0 estates east ofColeford near Poolway and Milkwall. The First Edition Ordnance Survey 
Map, surveyed around 1880 indicates that this was a series ofseparate plots, only a 
minority ofwhich had been built upon by this date, mainly along the north side ofVictoria 
Road and Boxbush Road. There are several good late 19th century examples, among them 
nos. 8-18 Boxbush Road where several frontages are ofashlared sandstone and nos. 19-
21 Boxbush Road adjoining the church which are stone-faced and ofthree storeys. In 
Albert Road, there was fonnerly a Brass and Iron Foundry and a Colour Paintworks A 
new cemetery was also established as part ofthis layout, with Anglican and 
Nonconfonnist chapels forming a pair. These were consecrated in 1868, but having D become dilapidated, were demolished in 1976. This area, by virtue ofits establishment and 
subsequent gradual development, is ofconsiderable interest in terms oftown planning r· history.

I_; 

8.14 In 1926-28 still vacant sites on the south side ofVictoria Road and Albert Road u were developed as Council Housing by the then Coleford Urban District Council. This 
Council had a short life between 1919 and 1935 before being incorporated into the West 

r Dean Rural District; their respective offices being at Lawnstone House at the top ofHigh 
lJ Street from 1927 onwards. In the 19th century this house was owned by William Roberts, 

a solicitor who until 1858 was fonner steward ofthe manor ofSt.Briavels and Newland 
which then passed to the Crown and since 1991 have been managed by the Forestry 
Commission.s Some 80 metres further south, the former Tump House, now Forest House 
Hotel dates from the late 18th century and was acquired by David Mushet in 1810 ( see 1.5) 

4 
Buildings ofEngland- Gloucestershire The Vale and The Forest ofDean by David Verey p. 163 

' op.cit. Victoria County History p. 132 
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8.15 Set back from NewJand Street, and adjoining the former tramroad are Rock Castle 0 
(grade II) and Rock House. The latter dates from the 1820's and was home to W.H.Fryer 
in 1867, and it is probable that he was responsible for the former, an interesting example 
ofneo-Gothic fantasy which became briefly fushionable in the early-mid 19th century. 0 
Also close to the conservation area boundary and just east ofBank House is a group of 
stone buildings, somewhat dilapidated, comprising a fomer brewery. Coleford had a 
brewery in 16866

, although its location then is not known. The existing stone buildings 0 
appear to be early 19th century. The site is marlced as a brewery on the First Edition 
Ordnance Survey ( c.1880). {J 
8.16 Two further important buildings in Coleford are situated some distance beyond the 
conservation area but are worthy ofmention. Poolway House (grade II) in Gloucester 0
Road is known to date from the I 7'h century, although its five bay, two storey frontage is 
probably early 18th century. Situated to the north ofthe conservation area, a significant 
building having close links with the town's 19th century development is Coombs (grade II) ,0 
on high ground above the town offBerry Hill Road. This was built around 1860 in a 
French chateau style with central tower for Isaiah Trotter (1818-1906) another of 
Coleford's 19th century industrialists and a local benefactor. He had several interests in the 0 
locality including dealing in malt and corn, and significant involvement in the Oakwood 
Chemical Works and Coleford Gas and Coke Company. In 1945 the author Vera Brittain 
( 1894-1970) was a temporary resident at Coombs during a period ofconvalescence. 8 

09 LANDSCAPE & TREES 

9.1 Soft landscape features are not a strong characteristic ofthe conservation area, and 0the few trees and tree groups are mainly peripheral, for example bordering the route ofthe 
former tram-road and in the longer garden plots, for example on the south side of 
Newland Street, although few are prominent. Historically, there is little evidence ofwhat 
an earlier report has termed "sophisticated soft landscaping other than the grassed area □ 
and straggling trees and ivy around the Clock Tower sometime after 1882H7 which have 
long since been removed. When highway modifications were made in the late 1960's to 0Market Place, a Locust Tree (Robinia pseudoacacia) was planted, and is now mature. 
With the added circular iron seat at its base, it now forms an attractive feature. 

D
9.2 A large expanse ofasphalt pavement at the junction ofStaunton Road and 
Sparrow Hill straddles the conservation area boundary and would benefit from some form 
of improvement using hard and/or soft Jandscaping as it is an important entry point to the 0 
town centre. Within the town centre, the lack ofmajor green landscape elements as part of 
the overall street scene inevitably results from the largely continuous building line of 
historic frontages. To the rear ofmain street frontages, some trees, mostly sycamore (Acer 0 
pseudoplatanus) have become naturalised, for example at the rear of 17 Market Place, and 
S-9 High Street. In any future enhancement scheme, their removal and replacement with a 0 
6 ibid. p.130 
7 CoJeford Town Centre Draft Townscape Analysis p. 6 [ 
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