


 

 

 
 

This Consultation Statement has been prepared in support of the Dymock Parish Council 

Neighbourhood Development Plan as part of its submission to the Forest of Dean District Council. 

It has been written by the Dymock Neighbourhood Plan Steering Committee, acting on behalf of the 

Dymock Parish Council (“the qualifying body”). 

Paragraph 4 (3) (b) of Schedule 10 (process for making of neighbourhood development orders) states 

that: (b) a statement containing the following information in relation to that consultation and 

participation must accompany the proposal submitted to the authority— 

(i) details of those consulted, 

(ii) a summary of the main issues raised, and 

(iii) any other information of a prescribed description. 

The Steering Committee is made up of Parish Councillors and community volunteers. As well as time 

spent on research through examination of strategic and factual evidence, the Dymock Neighbourhood 

Development Plan Steering Committee has carried out many hours of consultation with residents and 

has considered comments and concerns about Dymock parish. This work has resulted in a 

Neighbourhood Plan which has been shaped by surveys and public consultations and sets out a vision 

for Dymock supported by a set of policies.. 

The following table details some of the key events that helped shape the Neighbourhood 

Development Plan. 

Event Date 

Application to be designated as a Neighbourhood 
Area 

April 2018 

Decision Notice: Designation of Neighbourhood Area June 2018 

Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering 
Committee meetings 

October 2018 to date. Held at least 
fortnightly and minutes available on NDP 
website www.dymock.org 

Community Events September 2019, October 2019, February 
2023, June 2023 

Surveys January 2021 – Business 
May 2023 – Community, Housing & Business 

NDP Website launched April 2023 

Community Consultation of Pre-Regulation 14 
version 

August 2023 

Habitats Regulation Assessment October 2023 

Strategic Environment Assessment October 2023 

Regulation 14 consultation 5 January to 23 February 2024 

Comments from the three community events and the surveys have been collated and published on 

the NDP website. The majority of comments have either led to a policy in the NDP or a Parish Council 

action. 

All consultation events are listed in Appendix A of the Dymock Neighbourhood Development Plan. 

An informal review of the draft Plan was carried out in August 2023 to gain residents views. The formal 

Regulation 14 consultation was undertaken between 5 January and 16 February 2024, with an 
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extension granted until 23 February for statutory consultees who had not replied by the initial end 

date. This extension was granted following a request from Forest of Dean District Council. All 

comments received and their response are shown in Appendix A. 

The Forest of Dean Local Planning Authority commissioned the screening opinion for the need of a 

SEA and HRA. These documents are included in the NDP evidence base and are published on the NDP 

website. 

3 



   

 
 

  
      

  

Appendix A: Regulation 14 Consultation Responses and Actions Taken 

A. Invited Consultation Bodies 

The following consultation bodies were invited to comment on the Neighbourhood Development Plan 

but no response was received. 

Kempley Parish Council Redmarley D’abitot Parish Council 
Newent Town Council Oxenhall Parish Council 

Eastnore & Donnington Parish Council 

Network Rail Infrastructure Ltd Civil Aviation Authority 

Gloucestershire Highways Highways England 

Arriva Community Transport, Newent 

DRM Bus Preston Cross Airstrip Ltd 

Nick Maddy Coaches 

Homes England Two Rivers Housing 

British Telecommunications Ltd Severn Trent Water 

Telefonica UK Ltd 

Gloucestershire Fire and Rescue Gloucestershire Constabulary 

Gloucestershire Health and Care Services District Environment Health Officer 

Haswell Healthcare 

The Garden History Society Forestry Commission 

Ann Cam Church of England School Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust 

St John’s Church Western Way Chapel 

St Mary’s Church Diocese of Gloucester 

Cricket Club Reboot Youth Club 

Dymock Gardeners’ Club Men’s Breakfast Club 

Broom’s Green, Donnington and Ryton Memorial 
Hall 

Broom’s Green Ladies Club 

Preston Ladies Club Dymock Amateur Dramatic Society 

Neighbourhood Watch Ann Cam PT & Friends Association 

Broomsgreen Shortmat Bowls Dymock Bell Ringers 

Women’s Institute Whites Farm Trust 

Dymock Parish Hall Wintour and Murzell 

Holding Hearts Baby Loss Support 

A M Heath Aylesmore Farm 

Anjin Preclinical Ltd Bavenhill Mechanics Co Ltd 

E C Investments Ltd Bavenhill Environmental  

The Stable (Holiday Let} William Bennion 

Fairfield Stables Pitman Building 

John Shaw Installations & Maintenance I & M Golf Ltd  

Windcross Dairies J. D. Eckley 

Leadon Vale Pasture Meats Mitch Heating 

Old Ann Cam School (Holiday Let) M M Locksecure Ltd 

Well House Garage S Jones Building Contractors Ltd 

Steve Pearson Decorating Country K9 Grooming 

The Loft Room (Holiday Let) Jean Markwort Counselling 

M J Goulding C J Bennett 

C G Goulding Normansland Farm 

G T Goulding Timber Hill Farm 
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Jessica Rose Photography Younique Dressmaking 

Nigel Hodges car hire Smithy Shop 

The Parlour House Charles Martell & Son 

Eric Lewis Pear Build Ltd 

Horseshoe Inn House (Holiday Let) M S Wilesmith 

Stable Cottage P A Bennion 

The Barn (Holiday Let) Norman H Blandford 

The Herefordshire Traction Engine and Vintage 
Company Ltd T Blandford 

D B Rogers Unit 1 Little Netherton Farm 

L J Cockcroft Unit 2 Little Netherton Farm 

P J Hawkins Unit 3 Little Netherton Farm 

Moorland Building Co Ltd The Bug Barn Little Netherton Farm 

Fogey Unlimited Unit 4a Little Netherton Farm 

Dave Thompson Haulage Unit 4 Little Netherton Farm 

Country Flowers R M Willgoose Accountancy 

John George J Thomas 

B J Blandford Motor Bikes M F Thomas & Co 

D J Accountancy Moss Art 

J R Bailey Country & Classic Properties limited 

The Veldt House Barns Management Company Ltd Serendipity Antiques 

Quercus 2020 Limited Knights Green Estates Limited 

Barler and Company (Timber Agents) Limited Tovey Farming Limited 

Mammoth Two Ltd MH Inns Ltd 

Learning Joy Success Ltd Alexander Leads Ltd 

Encert Limited Greg Tovey Construction Limited 

Chuva Solution Limited Quintain Investments Lt 

Ross on Wye Steam Engine Society Limited Green Investing Ltd 

Newent Plant Hire Ltd Downing Educational Associates Ltd 

Simon Pratley Limited Quality Farming Limited 

M & M Lock Secure Limited European Association of Science Editors 

I.O.SHEN Knives UK Limited D.A. & D.D. Prout Ltd 

E.C. Investments (Gloucestershire) Limited Stallard Farms Limited 

P and K Gourmet Ltd Homend Management Limited 

Andy’s Gutters Roofing and Guttering Ltd Maxtrack Limited 

Three Shites Window Limited Tweedale Education Partners Ltd 

Apexroof Ltd The Vital Link Consultancy Limited 

Calloway Ltd Official CPD Ltd 

A Winterbotham Ltd Field Rental Limited 

Live Fire Kitchen Limited Knife Wizard Limited 

Dave Williams Glazing and Property Care Ltd Shorter Timlin Archivists Limited 

Holford Malone Developments Ltd MF Bennion Limited 

Livestock International Limited Gentle Goodbyes Ltd 

Morretti Ltd Heritage Hounds Ltd 

The Orchards Bromsberrow Property 
Management Ltd TT Tipples 

4independents Ltd Gerning Limited 

Applejam Clothing Conversation PR Ltd 

EDS Ceramics Hoults and Bence Roofing Ltd 

Kappa 2000 Limited The Noble Savage (Global) Ltd 
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MMSU Ltd Frank  Kay Limited 

Arquet Limited Icy Water Limited 

CT GFX Ltd Hillbury Ltd 

Lanarc Ltd Close Brothers 

B. Responses received and their comments are listed below. 

Environment Agency National Highways 

Historic England National Grid 

The Coal Authority Natural England 

Gloucestershire County Council Sport England 

Friends of the Dymock Poets Herefordshire & Gloucestershire Canal Trust 

Forest of Dean District Council Powells on behalf of a client  

JCPS on behalf of a client 

C. Public Consultation 

Six residents submitted comments which are listed below. 
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Organisation / Resident Consultation 
Notice 
Delivery 
method 

Review Comment NDP Consideration and Action Taken 

Environment Agency Email Thank you for consulting us on the Dymock Neighbourhood Development Plan (Pre-
Submission Version). 

We do not offer detailed bespoke advice on policy but advise you ensure conformity with 
the local plan and refer to guidance within our proforma guidance, a copy of which is 
enclosed. I have also enclosed a copy of our ‘Area Climate Change Guidance’ (March 
2023), which is referenced in the proforma guidance. 

I trust this will assist. 

Kind regards, 
Ruth 

Thank you for your comments. No amendments have been made to the NDP. 

The Coal Authority Email Following receipt of your consultation on 16 December 2023, please find attached our 
response. If you would like to discuss this matter further, please contact the Planning 
team on the number below. Regards The Coal Authority Planning Team 
https://www.gov.uk/coalauthority 

Presence of coal mining features noted. No amendments have been made to 
the NDP.  
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impressed by the knowledge displayed of the Plan area’s historic character and how this 
has allowed the creation of an impressive and informed suite of policies aimed at its 
protection and enhancement. 

We wish your community well in future stages, and the eventual making, of your Plan. 

Kind regards 

David 

Sport England Email Thank you for consulting Sport England on the above neighbourhood plan. 

Government planning policy, within the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), 
identifies how the planning system can play an important role in facilitating social 
interaction and creating healthy, inclusive communities. Encouraging communities to 
become more physically active through walking, cycling, informal recreation and formal 
sport plays an important part in this process. Providing enough sports facilities of the 
right quality and type in the right places is vital to achieving this aim. This means that 
positive planning for sport, protection from the unnecessary loss of sports facilities, along 
with an integrated approach to providing new housing and employment land with 
community facilities is important. 

Therefore, it is essential that the neighbourhood plan reflects and complies with national 
planning policy for sport as set out in the NPPF with particular reference to Pars 102 and 
103. It is also important to be aware of Sport England’s statutory consultee role 
in protecting playing fields and the presumption against the loss of playing field land. 
Sport England’s playing fields policy is set out in our Playing Fields Policy and Guidance 
document. 

https://www.sportengland.org/how-we-can-help/facilities-and-planning/planning-for-
sport#playing fields policy 

Sport England provides guidance on developing planning policy for sport and further 
information can be found via the link below. Vital to the development and 
implementation of planning policy is the evidence base on which it is founded. 

https://www.sportengland.org/how-we-can-help/facilities-and-planning/planning-for-
sport#planning applications 

Sport England works with local authorities to ensure their Local Plan is underpinned by 
robust and up to date evidence. In line with Par 103 of the NPPF, this takes the form 
of assessments of need and strategies for indoor and outdoor sports facilities. A 
neighbourhood planning body should look to see if the relevant local authority has 
prepared a playing pitch strategy or other indoor/outdoor sports facility strategy. If it has 
then this could provide useful evidence for the neighbourhood plan and save the 
neighbourhood planning body time and resources gathering their own evidence. It is 
important that a neighbourhood plan reflects the recommendations and actions set out 
in any such strategies, including those which may specifically relate to the 
neighbourhood area, and that any local investment opportunities, such as the 
Community Infrastructure Levy, are utilised to support their delivery. 

Thank you for your comments. No amendments have been made to the NDP. 
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Where such evidence does not already exist then relevant planning policies in a 
neighbourhood plan should be based on a proportionate assessment of the need for 
sporting provision in its area. Developed in consultation with the local sporting and wider 
community any assessment should be used to provide key recommendations and 
deliverable actions. These should set out what provision is required to ensure the current 
and future needs of the community for sport can be met and, in turn, be able to support 
the development and implementation of planning policies. Sport England’s guidance on 
assessing needs may help with such work. 

http://www.sportengland.org/planningtoolsandguidance 

If new or improved sports facilities are proposed Sport England recommend you ensure 
they are fit for purpose and designed in accordance with our design guidance notes. 

http://www.sportengland.org/facilities-planning/tools-guidance/design-and-cost-
guidance/ 

Any new housing developments will generate additional demand for sport. If existing 
sports facilities do not have the capacity to absorb the additional demand, then planning 
policies should look to ensure that new sports facilities, or improvements to existing 
sports facilities, are secured and delivered. Proposed actions to meet the demand should 
accord with any approved local plan or neighbourhood plan policy for social 
infrastructure, along with priorities resulting from any assessment of need, or set out in 
any playing pitch or other indoor and/or outdoor sports facility strategy that the local 
authority has in place. 

In line with the Government’s NPPF (including Section 8) and its Planning Practice 
Guidance (Health and wellbeing section), links below, consideration should also be given 
to how any new development, especially for new housing, will provide opportunities for 
people to lead healthy lifestyles and create healthy communities. Sport England’s Active 
Design guidance can be used to help with this when developing planning policies and 
developing or assessing individual proposals. 

Active Design, which includes a model planning policy, provides ten principles to help 
ensure the design and layout of development encourages and promotes participation in 
sport and physical activity. The guidance, and its accompanying checklist, could also be 
used at the evidence gathering stage of developing a neighbourhood plan to help 
undertake an assessment of how the design and layout of the area currently enables 
people to lead active lifestyles and what could be improved. 

NPPF Section 8: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-planning-policy-framework/8-
promoting-healthy-communities 

PPG Health and wellbeing section: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/health-and-wellbeing 

Sport England’s Active Design Guidance: https://www.sportengland.org/activedesign 

(Please note: this response relates to Sport England’s planning function only. It is not 
associated with our funding role or any grant application/award that may relate to the 
site.) 
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If you need any further advice, please do not hesitate to contact Sport England using the 
contact details below. 

Yours sincerely, 

Planning Technical Team 

Gloucestershire County Council Email Good afternoon, 

Please find attached officer comments from GCC in regard to the below matter. 

Kind Regards, 

Many thanks for your comments and highlighting the various documentation 
that has been published. The status of the former sand quarry has been 
updated. 
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National Grid Email Dear Sir / Madam Thank you for your comments. No amendments have been made to the NDP. 

We write to you with regards to the current consultations as detailed above in respect of 
our client, National Grid. 

Please find attached our letter of representation. Please do not hesitate to contact me 
via nationalgrid.uk@avisonyoung.com if you require any further information or 
clarification. 

Kind Regards, 
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National Gas Email Dear Sir / Madam NDP. 

We write to you with regards to the current consultations as detailed above in respect of 
our client, National Gas. 

Please find attached our letter of representation. Please do not hesitate to contact me 
via nationalgas.uk@avisonyoung.com if you require any further information or 
clarification. 

Kind Regards 
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Powells Post to 
landowner 

Thank you for your comments. No amendments have been made to the NDP 

Comments not shown due their private and confidential nature This site is registered on the SHLAA and has previously been the subject of a 
planning application. 

Dymock Parish Council has not included any housing allocations in this NDP. 
The current FoDDC Local Plan is being reviewed and it is not yet known if any 
housing development will be allocated to the Neighbourhood Area. Within 6 
months of the new Local Plan being ‘made’, the housing policies and allocations 
within this NDP will be reviewed and updated to align with the new plan. 
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Forest of Dean District Council 

Email Good morning, 
Thank you for formally consulting FoDDC on the Dymock NDP. Once again, it is clear that 
the NDP Steering Group have put a lot of work into the document and we appreciate the 
time and effort you have put in to the NDP so far. We would like to offer the following 
comments. In addition, please find attached comments from Simon Richards the 
Net Zero Innovation and Delivery Officer who has send through some comments you may 
like to consider. 

General comments -
The final document will be used by the Development Management Team in dealing with 
planning applications in Dymock Parish. To get the greatest benefit from this, and as 
we’ve previously advised, it’s best to ensure the final document is easy to use and that 
the relevant policies are easily accessed and interpreted. We previously suggested that it 
may be worth considering placing the policies and explanation at the front of the 
document and moving some of the other material, which is evidence and background, 
within appendices to the main document (history and overview etc), much of this will 
then form part of a very comprehensive and useful evidence base. It is evident that this 
advice has been taken onboard, with the current Reg 14 document containing a clear 
‘Introduction and Background’ section, followed by a suite of policies, and is completed 
by a comprehensive ‘Evidence Base’ section which includes a number of appendices. 

More generally, a potential review of how policies are structured may be advisable to 
ensure lists within policies are read correctly and to ensure that the policy practitioner 
understands whether proposed development must comply with all points within a list, or 
just one. Some specific examples have been given below. 

Comments relating to specific policies -
Policy HM1 – Recommend a revision of the sentence structure/wording of the beginning 
of the policy to ensure clarity. 

See additional comments provided by Net Zero Innovation & Delivery Officer: 
There is a very high proportion of off gas grid properties in Dymock, therefore boiler 
replacements (Oil, or LPG) will not support the net zero 2030 objective as they will still be 
fossil fuel reliant with a high carbon emission intensity over the lifetime of any new or 
replacement boilers. Demand Reduction, Fabric First and Decarbonising heat via, heat 
pumps (Air & Ground) and small-scale heat networks will need to be a priority. Can all 
new build incorporate low carbon heating to support this? 

Policy HM2 – Recommend a revision of the sentence structure/wording of the beginning 
of the policy to ensure clarity – “New housing development in the open countryside 
outside of the Settlement Boundary will be supported where it is subject to the 
development proposal meeting other policies in this Plan and either…” could be replaced 
with “New housing development in the open countryside, and which sits outside of the 
Settlement Boundary, will be supported where development proposals comply with 
other policies set out within this Plan… ”. 
The word “either” currently precedes the bullets points which follow. It is felt that this 
may not be necessary and perhaps the insertion of a semi-colon “;” after each bullet 
point and “; or” after the penultimate point, indicating that any development proposal 
does not need to comply with each and every point, but may fulfil just one, may add 
clarity to the policy. 

Many thanks for your comments. All of the recommendations have been 
actioned and the NDP amended. 
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Policy HM2b – Definition of ‘small scale’ added as previously advised – this adds clarity 
to the policy. 
Rural Exception Housing Policy – HM2b requires some revision and re-wording. The 
policy needs further thought in relation to the number of market homes being 
supported. Perhaps rather than prescribe that “up to 5 market homes may be 
permitted…” this should be amended to “a small proportion of market homes”. 

See also additional comments provided by Net Zero Innovation & Delivery Officer. 
Include requirement to comply with Design Guide(s) 
Include requirement to comply with all other policies 

Policy HM2c – Specification required regarding which ‘other policies’ will be taken into 
consideration – recommend insertion of “other policies of the NDP”. 

Policy BE2 – Recommended amendment – “A written scheme of investigation, to be 
approved by the County Archaeologist and subsequently FoDDC, must be submitted with 
the proposal.” 

Policy BE3 - See comments provided by Net Zero Innovation & Delivery Officer. 
Retrofit of all properties / buildings should be encouraged, and can be complementary to 
maintaining the heritage assets of a building. 
Policy BE4 – Third bullet point – recommend using the phrase “pattern of fenestration”. 
See additional comments provided by Net Zero Innovation & Delivery Officer. 
Does either of  the FoDDC or Dymock Design Guides take precedence? 
Policy SUI – Please see additional notes provided by Net Zero Innovation & Delivery 
Officer. 
Net Zero 
What net zero target date is being considered? Note FoDDC net zero target for Council 
and District is 2030. Has the Parish Council declared a Climate Emergency or similar? If 
yes, how should this be referenced? 
Sustainable Design and Construction 
Can the policy encourage all development to meet a design certification / standard and 
set a minimum requirement e.g. Passivhaus / AECB Building Standard and BREEAM 
‘excellent’ for Non Domestic developments? 
Low Carbon Heating 
Consider the addition of specific reference to Low Carbon heating including ground and 
air source heat pumps as a very high proportion of buildings are off gas grid. 
Can the policy relating to changes to existing residential dwellings reference low carbon 
heating e.g. heat pumps rather than boiler efficiency? 
Renewable Energy Generation 
“where they can be achieved without conflicting with the natural and historic 
environment and amenity” – what does this mean in practice? Is there any test for 
significance of impact to also take into consideration the reduction in carbon emissions 
or other co-benefits? 
Consideration should be given to standalone Renewable Energy generation and storage 
beyond individual and community scale developments and where wider co-benefits can 
be provided e.g. 
- contribution to national, regional and local carbon reduction objectives and targets 

- providing for local community energy demand 

- Local energy resilience 

28 



  

 
 

  

  

 

  
 

 

- social, economic or environmental benefits to the local community including 

schemes led by a community energy group 

- Financial and other contributions from developers of renewable energy for 

community benefit 

Can the renewable energy requirement reference a standard against which the 20% 
emission reduction can be measured (e.g. Part L, SAP Calculations) 
Can more clarity be provided on the community backing requirement for wind turbines 
what is the test for this? 
Could the policy support the colocation of energy producers with energy users, in 
particular heat, and facilitate renewable and low carbon energy innovation. 
Are there any areas that can be identified as suitable for Renewable Energy generation 
(e.g. Solar or wind) could these be suggested in the plan? 
Net Zero Developments 
Is 20% robust enough for major developments e.g. over 25 units)? 
Can the policy support Net Zero Carbon development (annual operation net zero carbon 
emissions)? 
EV Charging 
Can the policy also require Non-Domestic developments to include provision for EV 
Charging (consider a requirement based on a % of parking spaces). 
Water efficiency 
110/litres / person/ day is based on a 2014 Part G standard, can a lower figure be stated 
e.g. 80 Litres as per level 5/6 of the Code for Sustainable Homes (discontinued). 
Retrofit 
Can the Policy encourage the retrofit of all buildings including heritage properties/assets 

to reduce energy demand and to generate and store renewable energy where 
appropriate, providing it safeguards historic characteristics? 
Policy C1 – Recommended amendment – “Parish Council” instead of “Pariah Council”. 
Although listing the community facilities adds clarity, it may limit the scope of this policy 
in future if additional facilities are established. 
See additional comments provided by Net Zero Innovation & Delivery Officer. 
Include requirement to comply with all other policies 

Policy NE2 – Recommended amendment to 3rd bullet point - “Development proposals 
resulting in the removal of any woodland…”. 
See additional comments provided by Net Zero Innovation & Delivery Officer. 
“native plant species” – consider inclusion of biosecurity measures relating to sourcing of 

plants. 

“used for food provision” – at what scale and degree of continuity? 

Policy NE3 – Although it is noted that previous suggestions have been implemented 
within this latest draft, we continue to recommend the inclusion of reference to the 
mitigation hierarchy on HRA, particularly for development sites affecting the Wye Valley 
and Forest of Dean Bat SAC. 

Policy NE4 – Recommended amendment – “Lighting schemes which form part of any 
proposed development should be designed to…” 
Recommended revision to wording of bullet point 3 – clarity required to ensure the 

reader understands that this point relates to housing developments. 
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Policy TT1 – Recommendation to remove the wording “at the known traffic hazards 
identified in this Plan” from the first paragraph as this may limit the reach of the policy. 

See additional comments provided by Net Zero Innovation & Delivery Officer. 
Can provision of EV Charging in public parking areas, and support for low carbon 
community transport (e.g. Car Clubs) be included in the policy? 

Policy TT2 - See comments provided by Net Zero Innovation & Delivery Officer. 
Can a requirement for EV Charging within on-site parking be included in the policy? 
Policy E1 – Recommended revision of reference to Use Class C3 to C2 (residential 

institutions - residential accommodation and care to people in need of care, residential 
schools, colleges or training centres, hospitals, nursing homes). 

See additional comments provided by Net Zero Innovation & Delivery Officer. 
Can the policy support proposals that seek to create environmental and circular economy 
benefits e.g. 

• waste minimisation 

• reducing pollution 

• retaining and reusing materials, products buildings and infrastructure 

• local economic circulation 

• design for repair and reuse 

Policy E2 - See comments provided by Net Zero Innovation & Delivery Officer. 
Can the policy include a requirement for Agricultural and Industrial developments to 
target operational Net Zero Carbon emissions and include a high proportion of 
renewable energy generation and storage relative to the demand of the development. 
How will the requirement for a waste management plan be determined? 

Policy E4 – Additional clarification required. Small-scale residential extensions can be 
undertaken under the permitted development rights of the property of they remain 
intact. If the additional ‘use’ (commercial) is truly ancillary to the primary and lawful 
residential use of the property, then this will not require planning permission. The 
additional use must exceed the threshold at which a ‘new use’ has been created – the 
property then becoming a mixed-use property or adopting a new primary use altogether. 

Policy TM1 - See comments provided by Net Zero Innovation & Delivery Officer. 
Can the policy also require Non-Domestic developments to include provision for EV 
Charging (consider a requirement based on a % of parking spaces). 

I have also asked the Housing Strategy & Enabling Officer if he has any further comments 
regarding the housing policies and will forward these if he has any further comments to 
make. 
Kind regards 
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Housing Strategy & Enabling Officer 
Forest of Dean District Council 

Email Dear Sir/Madam 

Please find below comments in relation to the Dymock NDP. 

Policy HM1 – Provision of Housing to Meet Local Needs 
Any development over 5 units or over 0.16ha must provide 40% of the properties as 
affordable housing, and of the 40%, 30% should be affordable home ownership and 70% 
affordable housing to rent. 
Current policy is that affordable housing is sought from developments of 5 or more units 
or a site area of 0.16 hectares or more, the thresholds in the NDP should align with the 
Core Strategy. 

Policy HM2b – Rural Exception Housing 
Up to 5 market homes may be permitted if essential to enable the delivery of affordable 
units. 
What happens if someone proposes 6 dwellings 1 affordable units and 5 market homes, 
this would appear to be permissible? 
The council position is that market housing should only be provided where it is necessary 
to make a scheme viable and seeks only to permit the minimum number of market 
homes that are required to make an appropriate scheme financially viable. 
Suggest that this is amended to the council position with market housing being permitted 
to the minimum number of market homes that are required to make an appropriate 
scheme financially viable. 
All dwellings must be sold or rented to a person or persons that meet the eligibility 
criteria set out in National Planning Policy and must also be able to demonstrate a local 
connection to the Dymock area. 
Rather than all dwellings must be sold or rented to a person or persons that meet the 
eligibility criteria set out in National Planning Policy and must also be able to 
demonstrate a local connection to the Dymock area, would suggest All dwellings must 
be sold or rented to a person or persons that meet the eligibility criteria set out in 
National Planning Policy as well as any local criteria and preference will be to households 
who demonstrate a local connection to the Dymock area. 
As worded, this would mean that in event that if not enough households with a local 
connection came forward for the affordable housing then the affordable housing would 
be left empty. Housing Association would seek a s minimum that if not enough 
households came forward then the local connection would cascade to the adjacent 
parishes and so on until the affordable housing is occupied. Restricting occupation solely 
to Dymock without the cascade will mean Housing Associations are unlikely to develop a 
rural exception site. 

Kind Regards 
Keith Chaplin 

Thank you for your comments. The NDP policies have been updated. 

JCPC Planning Consultancy By post to 
landowner 

Dear Sirs 

I have been asked by my clients  to 
make a formal comment on the Regulation 14 Consultation for the Dymock 
Neighbourhood Development Plan. 

My clients recognise the hard work and commitment that has gone into producing the 
comprehensive document but have raised concerns that the plan fails to use this 
opportunity to allocate a site suitable for a car park and community facilities within the 

Thank you for your comments. 

This site is registered on the SHLAA and has previously been the subject of a 
planning application. 

Dymock Parish Council has not included any housing allocations in this NDP. 
The current FoDDC Local Plan is being reviewed and it is not yet known if any 
housing development will be allocated to the Neighbourhood Area. Within 6 
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 village opposite the Beauchamp arms and at the same time provide a small low key months of the new Local Plan being ‘made’, the housing policies and allocations 
housing development and green space which has the opportunity to enhance the village. within this NDP will be reviewed and updated to align with the new plan. 
They would like to make the following comments; 

Housing 

The plan recognises that Dymock is identified as a service village in the Forest of Dean 
Core Strategy (Policy CSP.16), as settlement with a range of local services where new 
development opportunities are likely to be small in scale. Core Strategy Policy CSP.5 
identifies that some housing will be provided within settlement boundaries of villages, 
including affordable housing and a mix of house sizes and types including those suitable 
for an ageing population. The principle of small scale development is therefore 
acceptable . 

The Aims and objectives of the NDP clearly set out the need to deliver new housing 
which satisfies local growth requirements and fulfils local needs by providing new 
housing as required by the Forest of Dean Local Plan, and providing a range and size of 
housing required to meet the needs of the local community as identified in the Housing 
Survey. The various survey and housing registers have identified a housing need of at 
least 50 houses with differing sizes and tenure. “The plan recognises that Most of the 
‘infill’ sites have been built on and so any new development will need to identify a 
suitable piece(s) of land outside of the current Settlement Boundary”. However the plan 
recognises that current Forest of Dean Local Plan, the Dymock NDP has a policy 
restricting development outside of the Settlement Boundary until the new Local Plan is 
published. This should not preclude the NDP from identifying suitable sites. 

My clients believe that without allocating new sites that are potentially suitable for 
development the aims and objectives of the NDP in delivering new housing to meet the 
identified demand can not be met. As such a call for such sites should be made through 
the NDP Consultation process and not left to the Core Strategy . The aim of 
Neighbourhood Development Plans is to allow local communities to have control over 
their village proposals and to allow these communities to vote on the suitability of this 
plan. Failing to allocate suitable sites for appropriate levels of development minimises 
the control that the Parish Council and community have over the choice of such sites. 

Whilst it recognises that allocation sites may currently lead to tension with the Core 
Strategy it should be noted that FHDC do not have a 5 year Housing Land Supply and as 
such the tilted balance in favour of sustainable development as identified in paragraph 
11d of the National Planning Policy Framework is engaged. This essentially provides 
support for sustainable development outside of established development boundaries. 
Paragraph 14 clearly states that : 

In situations where the presumption (at paragraph 11d) applies to applications involving 
the provision of housing, the adverse impact of allowing development that conflicts with 
the neighbourhood plan is likely to significantly and demonstrably outweigh the benefits, 
provided the following apply: a) the neighbourhood plan became part of the 
development plan five years or less before the date on which the decision is made; 

and b) the neighbourhood plan contains policies and allocations to meet its identified 
housing requirement (see paragraphs 67-68). 
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Para 68 further states that where it is not possible to provide a requirement figure for a 
neighbourhood area, the local planning authority should provide an indicative figure, if 
requested to do so by the neighbourhood planning body. This figure should take into 
account factors such as the latest evidence of local housing need, the population of the 
neighbourhood area and the most recently available planning strategy of the local 
planning authority. Has the NDP Sought clarification of this matter from the District 
Council in terms of housing numbers? 

Given the above it is considered that the NDP has weakened its position by failing to 
identify and allocate suitable sites and as such one of the key aims of the plan can not be 
met. 

Car Parking 

The draft NDP recognises the need for car parking within the village of Dymock to serve 
The Beauchamp Arms, the Church and for visitors to the Neighbourhood Area as the car 
park at Western Way which is frequently full. Public consultation carried out via 
questionnaire has demonstrated that the third highest number of respondents wanted 
improved car parking facilities in the centre of the village. This deficit leads to parking in a 
small layby opposite the pub and along the main road, sometimes obstructing the 
pavements. 

Parking policy TT2 fails to allocate area to improve parking outside Beauchamp arms and 
as such Community Action CA6, which seeks to identify a suitable location for a 
permanent car park within or close to Dymock village, is not being achieved. Potential 
sites for the provision of a car park should be identified at the same time as a call for sites 
for housing. This strengthening the Councils position in achieving this aim. Clearly 
funding for a car park is likely to be difficult to achieve and it is considered that planning 
gain in terms of delivery of a car park linked to other forms of financially viable 
development is more likely to deliver this. My client submitted an application in 2017 
which proposed this and also additional green space. The current proposals in the NDP 
do not allow for such types of enabling development which meet the aims of the NDP in 
terms of small scale residential development , increased green space and additional car 
parking for the village to be delivered. This is considered a lost opportunity. 

My client as a local resident whilst strongly supporting the aims and objectives of the 
NDP , at this stage objects to the proposal on the basis that no call for sites to identify 
sites small scale residential development , community facilities and car parking areas, 
amongst other key aims has not been carried out. As such at this stage the NDP is 
not looking to shape, direct and help to deliver sustainable development, by influencing 
local planning decisions as part of the statutory development plan 

Kind Regards 

Julie Joseph 

Herefordshire & Gloucestershire Canal 
Trust 

Email Hello 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your NDP. 
Your statement Construction of a canal from Gloucester to Hereford began in 1793 with 

sections opening in 1795 to Newent and 1832 to Ledbury via Dymock. 
Please check A Brief History - Herefordshire and Gloucestershire Canal Trust (h-g-
canal.org.uk) you will see it was a mile short of Ledbury by 1798. 

Thank you for your comments. The NDP has been updated. 
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Your statement of Promote the development of a footpath/cycle track along the line of 
the Herefordshire and Gloucestershire canal towpath enhancing connectivity between 
Dymock, Ledbury and Newent. 
Fully support this objective and would be happy to discuss further as a concern would be 
that the H&G is a very rural canal and having tarmac along its length would not align with 
been rural. Other materials are available, such as bonded resins that are more suitable 
we believe and also make a good surface for wheelchairs. 
Very Please to see the link with AP9 and would be again happy to clear up any route 
questions through Dymock NDP area. 
Page 45, as in first statement, the canal was one mile short of Ledbury in 1798, not 1832. 
You mention with in the document the Canal Trust, unfortunately this is often mistaken 
as the Canal and River Trust by councils. Suggest when you use Canal Trust you change it 
to H&G Canal Trust. 
Support you BE3 policy and the point about linking with AP9 and its gaps. 
Thank you again for enabling the H&G to reply. 
Good Luck with the next stages. (As a Parish Councillor, I chaired the NDP for Withington 

Group Parish council and we have used the plan a number of times to ensure 
development happens as the plan defined and stopped development in some cases.) It is 
worth the hard work. 
Ralph 

Friends of the Dymock Poets Email Dear Sir, 

I am writing on behalf of the Friends of the Dymock Poets on the development plan in 
the light of the consultation procedure. 

We welcome the attention given in the plan to the Dymock Poets. In particular, the 
protection of the countryside, the walking routes and the historic assets in the area are 
to be welcomed as they were of great interest to the poets and encourage are 
supporters to the area. 

In Section B3 protecting Local Heritage and Non-Designated Assets the plan proposes 
protecting a number of assets. We are very much supportive of this. Many of them were 
known and visited by the poets. Many of these assets like the remains of the canal to the 
tunnel entrance we include in walks we organise and encourage our supporters to visit. 

In particular we welcome the inclusion of the Garland Hut and we look forward to finding 
a suitable position for it as it is clearly of interest to visitors. 

We very much support Policies NE1- NE4 protecting the natural environment and 
enhancing the local character. The Dymock Poets would have supported this and it is 
important to us to attract our supporters to visit the area. 

We are pleased to see the importance of footpaths which attracts visitors to the area 
particularly Poets Path 1 and 2 and the Daffodil Way. We would add that is important to 
ensure footpaths are maintained and are not blocked. We welcome the gradual 
replacement of styles by kissing gates. 

I hope the above is helpful. 

Thank you for your comment. No amendments made to the NDP 

Friends of the Dymock Poets 
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Resident of 
Dymock 

Post Hi. Steering Committee Members 

After reading through your future proposals for Dymock Neighbourhood Development 
Plan. You visibly show in the NDP a picture of the newest development in Dymock 
namely Winding Pool Close. The your NDP picture shows some of the houses overlooking 
the canal trust pool on the Winding Pool development . 

Please can I ask for the following areas to be considered within the Dymock NDP 

1. The long term sustainability of the Winding Pool , including costly pump and electricity 
supply and general maintenance of the pathway around the pool area. 
2. Who owns what land and who is responsible for each area including recreation and 
pool area and Parish Car Park in Winding Pool. 
2. Any responsibilities and risks the Dymock NDP may need to consider for the long term 
sustainability of the Winding Pool, recreation and Car Park. 
3. What the impact to the Dymock NDP if the Winding Pool potential falls into disrepair. 
It the canal trust dissolves and is not able to continue maintaining the Winding Pool , 
including replacement of pump, pond silting , bank area , pathway and wildlife (including 
protected wildlife). 
4. Other long term potential options to be considered in the Dymock NDP for the 
recreation and pool area of Winding Pool and Parish Car Park in Winding Pool. 

Winding Pool approximately size is over half an acre of Man Made infrastructure with 
NO natural resources to sustain itself . 

The construction of the Winding Pool was wholeheartedly approved and supported by 
the Dymock Parish Council and Forest of Dean District council as part of the new housing 
development in Dymock along with a local Parish car park. 

After the construction of the development in 2016 the parish council has had limited 
involvement in this large man made construction which lies at the Center of the 
village, which the NDP also include pictorially in your NDP Proposal Plan for approval. 
Leaving the management and future plans of this area down to the canal trust. 

The canal trust has openly said to residents in Winding Pool close they have very limited 
funds, aging volunteers, overheads which are spiralling out of control and depleted 
incoming funds to sustain the long term management of the man made pool leaving the 
potential overall vision of the canal winding pool to stop 

We would like At Parish level a full investigation into the management of the canal trust 
and is ability to sustain long term this enormous construction which is at the centre of 
the village. 

We wish the NDP and Parish Council to consider the very likelihood that the strategic 
plan of connecting the Herefordshire and Gloucestershire canal together as one as very 
unlikely in the future and where that leaves Dymock Parish and the NDP with this the 
man made construction ? 

Thank you for your comments. The NDP has not been amended. 

The ownership and responsibility of the areas within Winding Pool Close are as 
follows: 
The pump house, the pump housed there-in and the bore hole that it is 
connected too are owned and maintained by Herefordshire & Gloucestershire 
Canal Trust (HGCT) 
Green areas around the Pool - Herefordshire & Gloucestershire Canal Trust 
Village Car Park. Dymock Parish Council own and maintain this. As of February 
2024, it is in good repair. 
Benches are owned and maintained by Dymock Parish Council. As of February 
2024, they are in good repair. 
Leisure Area is owned by Dymock Parish Council who are responsible for the 
grass cutting and general maintenance. As of February 2024, it is in good order. 
Footpath that connects Kyrleside Acre with the Winding Pool Road is owned 
and maintained by Dymock Parish Council. The path is in a good state of repair 
and will be maintained as and when required. There has been a request for 
lighting which the Parish Council is considering. 

There is not a plan in place at this time in the event that the HGCT were to 
move into administration. All accounts that have been submitted to date have 
shown no need for concern as far as the Parish Council is aware. 

All areas and equipment that the Parish Council is responsible for are covered 
under the Dymock Parish Council insurance policy. 

Fourteen dwellings are managed by Two Rivers and 6 are privately owned. 
As part of the original planning application, the Winding Pool was granted on 
the condition that the Pool remained financially independent, and would not 
need support from public bodies or charities for its future operation or 
maintenance. To ensure this, a covenant was placed on the open market, 
private dwellings of £250 per year index linked to support the long term 
maintenance. Any issues regarding the covenant are between the house owner 
and HGCT. 

Resident of , Dymock, Post Comments 
General - This document is very acceptable to us. However there are a number of detail 
points where errors are present. One particular error is the use of Ordnance Survey scale 

Thank you for your comments. 
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maps where St Mary’s Close is incorrect. Our property has been known as Berkswell for P19 The maps were published by the Forest of Dean District Council in the 
over 20 years and is recorded as such on Forest of Dean lists including the Electoral strategic Allocations Plan and Local Plan. Therefore the NDP contains these 
Register and Council Tax lists. The name was changed from the Vicarage in 2003 when maps as they are legally binding rather than other maps that are available.   
we bought the property. All the maps show the old Name! Also some maps do not show 
the new property, built in 2003, which is now known as P15 Business Opportunities are supported 
The Rectory. (See plan p19) 

HM1&2. The area covered by the NDP is the whole of the Dymock Parish. 
Page 15 Development opportunities. Generally OK, but we do need appropriate Residents will use facilities and services outside of the Parish, however, these 
employment opportunities. Particularly a development of a small Business Park for local are out of scope for this NDP 
businesses would be very welcome. We cannot complain about car traffic and lack of 
local housing if everyone has to use a car to access employment in Newent or Ledbury. HM2 Western Way Chapel is mention on P13 and P57, and is included in Policy 
See also the last, very appropriate item on p 17 C1. St Mary’s Church in Kempley is outside of Dymock Parish and so is not in 

scope of this NDP. The Diocese of Gloucester was invited to comment on the 
HM 1 & 2 Page 26 It is noticeable that the plan, very sensibly, covers a wider area than NDP but no response was received. 
the Dymock Parish. However, it is noticeable that the internationally renowned St Mary’s 
Church, located about 500 Metres inside Kempley parish is not mentioned in any item, Policy C1. This covers the protection of community facilities and not the groups 
despite the fact that the church, now owned by English Heritage encourage visitors to that use these facilities. 
use the facilities, Pub, Toilet, garage etc. located in Dymock. 

Policy E1 & E2 support business development 
HM2 Page 38 See also references on page 46 and in C! C” on Page 57. No Mention of St 
Mary’s Church Kempley (See note above) or Western Way Chapel, which is situated in a P101. These were results of the business owners in Dymock, including those 
refurbished old railway shed made redundant when the Railway Closed in 1964. Also who own tourist facilities such as holiday lets. Tourism was not raised as an 
there is no mention of the two churches mentioned are part of a group Benefice, known area where more businesses were required. The NDP supports tourism and this 
as Leadon Vale, of 9 parishes of which Dymock and Preston are two. Significantly there is is covered in Policy TM1 
only one permanent clergy who lives at Redmarley to serve the 9 parishes. At present the 
Rectory in Dymock is occupied by a Curate who is not a permanent post for the Benefice. 
The property is owned by the Diocese of Gloucester who have made a number of 
attempts to dispose of the property by sale in recent years and could do so again once 
the current occupant leaves. 

C1 Page 58 There is no mention of other local organisations, including the Garden Club 
and particularly the Women’s Institute which celebrated 100 years of continual service to 
the community in 2019 and meets regularly at the Village Hall. 

TT 1&2 Page 94 Please note that the road from Windcross to Much Marcle is signed as a 
Secondary (B numbered) road in Much Marcle and the Kempley St Mary’s Church 
primary access is signed by English Heritage from Windcross crossroads on B4215. 

E 1&2 Page 99 The business Park at Little Netherton is to be welcomed and similar 
developments should be encouraged. The developments listed on pages 100 and 101 
should be encouraged if we are to become a more self-sufficient community. 

E 1 Page 101 It is disappointing that the hospitality sector is missing from this list. If we 
wish to encourage Tourism this should be highlighted. 

E3 Page 104 Note the increasing use of ‘Work from Home’ employment which should be 
encouraged alongside Small business parks. 

TM 1 Page 106 There is a good opportunity in Dymock to encourage Tourism. We do 
need relevant facilities and also to encourage people to stay locally, including businesses 
close to the boundary of Dymock, such as Three Choirs Wine and local Farm shops within 
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commercial facilities. Tourists using these facilities will boost trade in Dymock and assist 
facilities such as Beauchamp Arms to flourish. 

Resident of  Dymock, Post The NDP is a wide ranging and comprehensive document that provides a valuable plan 
for development in the next few years. Once this document is approved we trust that 
members of the Dymock Parish Council and other legal organizations will consciously 
adhere to the policies that reflect the wishes of the community. 

Thank you for your comment. No amendments have been made to the NDP 

Resident  Dymock Post Good afternoon 

Apologies for my email arriving so late in the day with regard to the NDP, but I just 
wanted to bring something to your attention. 

My family and I live in a bungalow on the driveway to High House. 

I read with interest the information regarding parking throughout the village. I thought 
when I returned my survey I had mentioned the difficulty of leaving High House when 
cars park on the main road but I see in the document that only the Willows was actually 
named. We agree that a car park in the heart of the village is desperately needed as the 
Winding Pool area has proved to be ineffective. 

I am pleased to see that the Parish Council will be visiting the parking and road safety 
problems in due course as this is a worry for drivers and pedestrians. 

Could I please request that when this matter is up for discussion in the future, a member 
of the Parish Council could come and see me so I can explain the issue we have? 

The main problem is that during walking season or when there is an event in the church 
or village hall, cars park very close to the edge of our driveway blocking visibility and 
access but more importantly they park opposite our driveway. This is on the main 
road, along the pavement from Kyrleside to  property. Therefore 
when we pull out of our drive to turn right, we are immediately on the wrong side of the 
road and we have had number of near misses and our fair share of verbal abuse as cars 
come around the bad bend by The Beeches, and meet us head on. Also when we return 
home there is no room to swing around to enter our driveway. The visibility for the 
drivers from Kyrleside must be greatly reduced too. 

I would like to thank you for all your hard work; creating this document must have been 
such a huge task to say the least, and I look forward to speaking to a member of the 
Parish Council at the appropriate time 

Thank you for your comments. The NDP has been amended to include parking 
issues along the main road. 

Resident of , Dymock Post I am generally content with the policies and analysis outlined in the NDP. It seems 
comprehensive. There is one issue which I did not notice being covered in the read 
through. 
A significant number of people choose burial for their remains and St Mary’s churchyard 
is filling up. If people wish to have a local burial this may become problematic, many 
parishes now have no local burial ground (eg people from Ledbury have to access the 
cemetery in Hereford). 
The NDP does recognise the importance of the churchyard as an open space but perhaps 
reference should be made to the need to increase this by extending to the north onto 
GCC property. 

Thank you for your comments. The NDP has been updated with a Community 
Action for the Parish Council to work with Gloucestershire County Council and 
Dymock Church to purchase the land. 

The PCC of Dymock Church are conscious that the ancient and extensive 
churchyard is now limited in available space for further burials and interments. 
As the northern boundary of the Churchyard shares a boundary with a 
Gloucestershire County Council owned field, negotiations have been initiated to 
explore the possibility of purchasing a 2m strip of this land enabling the 
churchyard to expand when necessary in the forthcoming years. 

Resident of , Dymock Post Page 42 NE1 – NE4 

Dymock Poets 

Thank you for your comments. The NDP has been updated. 
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Edward Thomas did not live in Dymock he STAYED and visited during 1914 stayed at 
Leddington during the summer of 1914. Eleanor Farjeon also stayed at Leddington and 
NOT Dymock. 

Suggest: 
End of 3 rd para under heading Dymock Poets Edward Thomas stayed in Leddington 
between April and September 1914 
Last paragraph in that section: The author Eleanor Farjeon was a close friend 
of Edward Thomas and his wife and stayed in Leddington during 1914 and 1915. 
*** NB: Spelling of FARJEON 
Garland Hut was RESTORED in 2016 and a new porch added onto it. 
Suggest: 
The hut was restored in 2016 and a new porch added onto it …… 

Reservoir – the building of this reservoir involved moving 1000’s of tons of earth, 
destroying any natural habitats of which there were few due to the 
intensification of farming here on land that was largely arable with a few polytunnels at 
Lintridge. There needs to be monitoring of the area to ensure that habitats and the 
footpaths are well maintained. There is supposed to be an interpretation board being 
erected. Where does the water originally come from? 

Well done for managing to get all this information together. Thank you for all your hard 
work and the hours and hours you have spent on the NDP. Fantastic achievement. 
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	Tweedale Education Partners Ltd 

	Apexroof Ltd 
	Apexroof Ltd 
	The Vital Link Consultancy Limited 

	Calloway Ltd 
	Calloway Ltd 
	Official CPD Ltd 

	A Winterbotham Ltd 
	A Winterbotham Ltd 
	Field Rental Limited 

	Live Fire Kitchen Limited 
	Live Fire Kitchen Limited 
	Knife Wizard Limited 

	Dave Williams Glazing and Property Care Ltd 
	Dave Williams Glazing and Property Care Ltd 
	Shorter Timlin Archivists Limited 

	Holford Malone Developments Ltd 
	Holford Malone Developments Ltd 
	MF Bennion Limited 

	Livestock International Limited 
	Livestock International Limited 
	Gentle Goodbyes Ltd 

	Morretti Ltd 
	Morretti Ltd 
	Heritage Hounds Ltd 

	The Orchards Bromsberrow Property Management Ltd 
	The Orchards Bromsberrow Property Management Ltd 
	TT Tipples 

	4independents Ltd 
	4independents Ltd 
	Gerning Limited 

	Applejam Clothing 
	Applejam Clothing 
	Conversation PR Ltd 

	EDS Ceramics 
	EDS Ceramics 
	Hoults and Bence Roofing Ltd 

	Kappa 2000 Limited 
	Kappa 2000 Limited 
	The Noble Savage (Global) Ltd 

	MMSU Ltd 
	MMSU Ltd 
	Frank  Kay Limited 

	Arquet Limited 
	Arquet Limited 
	Icy Water Limited 

	CT GFX Ltd 
	CT GFX Ltd 
	Hillbury Ltd 

	Lanarc Ltd 
	Lanarc Ltd 
	Close Brothers 


	B. Responses received and their comments are listed below. 
	Environment Agency 
	Environment Agency 
	Environment Agency 
	National Highways 

	Historic England 
	Historic England 
	National Grid 

	The Coal Authority 
	The Coal Authority 
	Natural England 

	Gloucestershire County Council 
	Gloucestershire County Council 
	Sport England 

	Friends of the Dymock Poets 
	Friends of the Dymock Poets 
	Herefordshire & Gloucestershire Canal Trust 

	Forest of Dean District Council 
	Forest of Dean District Council 
	Powells on behalf of a client  

	JCPS on behalf of a client 
	JCPS on behalf of a client 



	C. Public Consultation 
	C. Public Consultation 
	Six residents submitted comments which are listed below. 
	Organisation / Resident 
	Organisation / Resident 
	Organisation / Resident 
	Consultation Notice Delivery method 
	Review Comment 
	NDP Consideration and Action Taken 

	Environment Agency 
	Environment Agency 
	Email 
	Thank you for consulting us on the Dymock Neighbourhood Development Plan (Pre-Submission Version). We do not offer detailed bespoke advice on policy but advise you ensure conformity with the local plan and refer to guidance within our proforma guidance, a copy of which is enclosed. I have also enclosed a copy of our ‘Area Climate Change Guidance’ (March 2023), which is referenced in the proforma guidance. I trust this will assist. Kind regards, Ruth 
	Thank you for your comments. No amendments have been made to the NDP. 

	The Coal Authority 
	The Coal Authority 
	Email 
	Following receipt of your consultation on 16 December 2023, please find attached our response. If you would like to discuss this matter further, please contact the Planning team on the number below. Regards The Coal Authority Planning Team https://www.gov.uk/coalauthority 
	Presence of coal mining features noted. No amendments have been made to the NDP.  


	Figure
	Figure
	Table
	TR
	impressed by the knowledge displayed of the Plan area’s historic character and how this has allowed the creation of an impressive and informed suite of policies aimed at its protection and enhancement. We wish your community well in future stages, and the eventual making, of your Plan. Kind regards David 

	Sport England 
	Sport England 
	Email 
	Thank you for consulting Sport England on the above neighbourhood plan. Government planning policy, within the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), identifies how the planning system can play an important role in facilitating social interaction and creating healthy, inclusive communities. Encouraging communities to become more physically active through walking, cycling, informal recreation and formal sport plays an important part in this process. Providing enough sports facilities of the right quality
	-
	-

	Thank you for your comments. No amendments have been made to the NDP. 

	TR
	Where such evidence does not already exist then relevant planning policies in a neighbourhood plan should be based on a proportionate assessment of the need for sporting provision in its area. Developed in consultation with the local sporting and wider community any assessment should be used to provide key recommendations and deliverable actions. These should set out what provision is required to ensure the current and future needs of the community for sport can be met and, in turn, be able to support the d
	-
	-


	TR
	If you need any further advice, please do not hesitate to contact Sport England using the contact details below. Yours sincerely, Planning Technical Team 

	Gloucestershire County Council 
	Gloucestershire County Council 
	Email 
	Good afternoon, Please find attached officer comments from GCC in regard to the below matter. Kind Regards, 
	Many thanks for your comments and highlighting the various documentation that has been published. The status of the former sand quarry has been updated. 
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	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	National Grid 
	National Grid 
	National Grid 
	Email 
	Dear Sir / Madam 
	Thank you for your comments. No amendments have been made to the NDP. 

	TR
	We write to you with regards to the current consultations as detailed above in respect of our client, National Grid. 

	TR
	Please find attached our letter of representation. Please do not hesitate to contact me via nationalgrid.uk@avisonyoung.com if you require any further information or clarification. 

	TR
	Kind Regards, 


	Figure
	National Gas 
	National Gas 
	National Gas 
	Email 
	Dear Sir / Madam 
	NDP. 

	TR
	We write to you with regards to the current consultations as detailed above in respect of our client, National Gas. 

	TR
	Please find attached our letter of representation. Please do not hesitate to contact me via nationalgas.uk@avisonyoung.com if you require any further information or clarification. 

	TR
	Kind Regards 
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	Figure


	Powells 
	Powells 
	Post to landowner 
	Thank you for your comments. No amendments have been made to the NDP 

	TR
	Comments not shown due their private and confidential nature 
	This site is registered on the SHLAA and has previously been the subject of a planning application. 

	TR
	Dymock Parish Council has not included any housing allocations in this NDP. The current FoDDC Local Plan is being reviewed and it is not yet known if any housing development will be allocated to the Neighbourhood Area. Within 6 months of the new Local Plan being ‘made’, the housing policies and allocations within this NDP will be reviewed and updated to align with the new plan. 

	Forest of Dean District Council 
	Forest of Dean District Council 
	Email 
	Good morning, Thank you for formally consulting FoDDC on the Dymock NDP. Once again, it is clear that the NDP Steering Group have put a lot of work into the document and we appreciate the time and effort you have put in to the NDP so far. We would like to offer the following comments. In addition, please find attached comments from Simon Richards the Net Zero Innovation and Delivery Officer who has send through some comments you may like to consider. General comments -The final document will be used by the 
	Many thanks for your comments. All of the recommendations have been actioned and the NDP amended. 

	TR
	Policy HM2b – Definition of ‘small scale’ added as previously advised – this adds clarity to the policy. Rural Exception Housing Policy – HM2b requires some revision and re-wording. The policy needs further thought in relation to the number of market homes being supported. Perhaps rather than prescribe that “up to 5 market homes may be permitted…” this should be amended to “a small proportion of market homes”. See also additional comments provided by Net Zero Innovation & Delivery Officer. Include requireme

	TR
	-social, economic or environmental benefits to the local community including schemes led by a community energy group -Financial and other contributions from developers of renewable energy for community benefit Can the renewable energy requirement reference a standard against which the 20% emission reduction can be measured (e.g. Part L, SAP Calculations) Can more clarity be provided on the community backing requirement for wind turbines what is the test for this? Could the policy support the colocation of e

	TR
	Policy TT1 – Recommendation to remove the wording “at the known traffic hazards identified in this Plan” from the first paragraph as this may limit the reach of the policy. See additional comments provided by Net Zero Innovation & Delivery Officer. Can provision of EV Charging in public parking areas, and support for low carbon community transport (e.g. Car Clubs) be included in the policy? Policy TT2 -See comments provided by Net Zero Innovation & Delivery Officer. Can a requirement for EV Charging within 

	Housing Strategy & Enabling Officer Forest of Dean District Council 
	Housing Strategy & Enabling Officer Forest of Dean District Council 
	Email 
	Dear Sir/Madam Please find below comments in relation to the Dymock NDP. Policy HM1 – Provision of Housing to Meet Local Needs Any development over 5 units or over 0.16ha must provide 40% of the properties as affordable housing, and of the 40%, 30% should be affordable home ownership and 70% affordable housing to rent. Current policy is that affordable housing is sought from developments of 5 or more units or a site area of 0.16 hectares or more, the thresholds in the NDP should align with the Core Strategy
	Thank you for your comments. The NDP policies have been updated. 

	JCPC Planning Consultancy 
	JCPC Planning Consultancy 
	By post to landowner 
	Dear Sirs I have been asked by my clients  to make a formal comment on the Regulation 14 Consultation for the Dymock Neighbourhood Development Plan. My clients recognise the hard work and commitment that has gone into producing the comprehensive document but have raised concerns that the plan fails to use this opportunity to allocate a site suitable for a car park and community facilities within the 
	Thank you for your comments. This site is registered on the SHLAA and has previously been the subject of a planning application. Dymock Parish Council has not included any housing allocations in this NDP. The current FoDDC Local Plan is being reviewed and it is not yet known if any housing development will be allocated to the Neighbourhood Area. Within 6 

	TR
	village opposite the Beauchamp arms and at the same time provide a small low key 
	months of the new Local Plan being ‘made’, the housing policies and allocations 

	TR
	housing development and green space which has the opportunity to enhance the village. 
	within this NDP will be reviewed and updated to align with the new plan. 

	TR
	They would like to make the following comments; 

	TR
	Housing 

	TR
	The plan recognises that Dymock is identified as a service village in the Forest of Dean 

	TR
	Core Strategy (Policy CSP.16), as settlement with a range of local services where new 

	TR
	development opportunities are likely to be small in scale. Core Strategy Policy CSP.5 

	TR
	identifies that some housing will be provided within settlement boundaries of villages, 

	TR
	including affordable housing and a mix of house sizes and types including those suitable 

	TR
	for an ageing population. The principle of small scale development is therefore 

	TR
	acceptable . 

	TR
	The Aims and objectives of the NDP clearly set out the need to deliver new housing 

	TR
	which satisfies local growth requirements and fulfils local needs by providing new 

	TR
	housing as required by the Forest of Dean Local Plan, and providing a range and size of 

	TR
	housing required to meet the needs of the local community as identified in the Housing 

	TR
	Survey. The various survey and housing registers have identified a housing need of at 

	TR
	least 50 houses with differing sizes and tenure. “The plan recognises that Most of the 

	TR
	‘infill’ sites have been built on and so any new development will need to identify a 

	TR
	suitable piece(s) of land outside of the current Settlement Boundary”. However the plan 

	TR
	recognises that current Forest of Dean Local Plan, the Dymock NDP has a policy 

	TR
	restricting development outside of the Settlement Boundary until the new Local Plan is 

	TR
	published. This should not preclude the NDP from identifying suitable sites. 

	TR
	My clients believe that without allocating new sites that are potentially suitable for 

	TR
	development the aims and objectives of the NDP in delivering new housing to meet the 

	TR
	identified demand can not be met. As such a call for such sites should be made through 

	TR
	the NDP Consultation process and not left to the Core Strategy . The aim of 

	TR
	Neighbourhood Development Plans is to allow local communities to have control over 

	TR
	their village proposals and to allow these communities to vote on the suitability of this 

	TR
	plan. Failing to allocate suitable sites for appropriate levels of development minimises 

	TR
	the control that the Parish Council and community have over the choice of such sites. 

	TR
	Whilst it recognises that allocation sites may currently lead to tension with the Core 

	TR
	Strategy it should be noted that FHDC do not have a 5 year Housing Land Supply and as 

	TR
	such the tilted balance in favour of sustainable development as identified in paragraph 

	TR
	11d of the National Planning Policy Framework is engaged. This essentially provides 

	TR
	support for sustainable development outside of established development boundaries. 

	TR
	Paragraph 14 clearly states that : 

	TR
	In situations where the presumption (at paragraph 11d) applies to applications involving 

	TR
	the provision of housing, the adverse impact of allowing development that conflicts with 

	TR
	the neighbourhood plan is likely to significantly and demonstrably outweigh the benefits, 

	TR
	provided the following apply: a) the neighbourhood plan became part of the 

	TR
	development plan five years or less before the date on which the decision is made; 

	TR
	and b) the neighbourhood plan contains policies and allocations to meet its identified 

	TR
	housing requirement (see paragraphs 67-68). 

	TR
	Para 68 further states that where it is not possible to provide a requirement figure for a neighbourhood area, the local planning authority should provide an indicative figure, if requested to do so by the neighbourhood planning body. This figure should take into account factors such as the latest evidence of local housing need, the population of the neighbourhood area and the most recently available planning strategy of the local planning authority. Has the NDP Sought clarification of this matter from the 

	Herefordshire & Gloucestershire Canal Trust 
	Herefordshire & Gloucestershire Canal Trust 
	Email 
	Hello Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your NDP. Your statement Construction of a canal from Gloucester to Hereford began in 1793 with sections opening in 1795 to Newent and 1832 to Ledbury via Dymock. Please check A Brief History -Herefordshire and Gloucestershire Canal Trust (h-gcanal.org.uk) you will see it was a mile short of Ledbury by 1798. 
	-

	Thank you for your comments. The NDP has been updated. 

	TR
	Your statement of Promote the development of a footpath/cycle track along the line of the Herefordshire and Gloucestershire canal towpath enhancing connectivity between Dymock, Ledbury and Newent. Fully support this objective and would be happy to discuss further as a concern would be that the H&G is a very rural canal and having tarmac along its length would not align with been rural. Other materials are available, such as bonded resins that are more suitable we believe and also make a good surface for whe

	Friends of the Dymock Poets 
	Friends of the Dymock Poets 
	Email 
	Dear Sir, I am writing on behalf of the Friends of the Dymock Poets on the development plan in the light of the consultation procedure. We welcome the attention given in the plan to the Dymock Poets. In particular, the protection of the countryside, the walking routes and the historic assets in the area are to be welcomed as they were of great interest to the poets and encourage are supporters to the area. In Section B3 protecting Local Heritage and Non-Designated Assets the plan proposes protecting a numbe
	Thank you for your comment. No amendments made to the NDP 

	TR
	Friends of the Dymock Poets 

	Resident of Dymock 
	Resident of Dymock 
	Post 
	Hi. Steering Committee Members After reading through your future proposals for Dymock Neighbourhood Development Plan. You visibly show in the NDP a picture of the newest development in Dymock namely Winding Pool Close. The your NDP picture shows some of the houses overlooking the canal trust pool on the Winding Pool development . Please can I ask for the following areas to be considered within the Dymock NDP 1. The long term sustainability of the Winding Pool , including costly pump and electricity supply a
	Thank you for your comments. The NDP has not been amended. The ownership and responsibility of the areas within Winding Pool Close are as follows: The pump house, the pump housed there-in and the bore hole that it is connected too are owned and maintained by Herefordshire & Gloucestershire Canal Trust (HGCT) Green areas around the Pool -Herefordshire & Gloucestershire Canal Trust Village Car Park. Dymock Parish Council own and maintain this. As of February 2024, it is in good repair. Benches are owned and m

	Resident of , Dymock, 
	Resident of , Dymock, 
	Post 
	Comments General -This document is very acceptable to us. However there are a number of detail points where errors are present. One particular error is the use of Ordnance Survey scale 
	Thank you for your comments. 

	TR
	maps where St Mary’s Close is incorrect. Our property has been known as Berkswell for 
	P19 The maps were published by the Forest of Dean District Council in the 

	TR
	over 20 years and is recorded as such on Forest of Dean lists including the Electoral 
	strategic Allocations Plan and Local Plan. Therefore the NDP contains these 

	TR
	Register and Council Tax lists. The name was changed from the Vicarage in 2003 when 
	maps as they are legally binding rather than other maps that are available.   

	TR
	we bought the property. All the maps show the old Name! Also some maps do not show 

	TR
	the new property, built in 2003, which is now known as 
	P15 Business Opportunities are supported 

	TR
	The Rectory. (See plan p19) 

	TR
	HM1&2. The area covered by the NDP is the whole of the Dymock Parish. 

	TR
	Page 15 Development opportunities. Generally OK, but we do need appropriate 
	Residents will use facilities and services outside of the Parish, however, these 

	TR
	employment opportunities. Particularly a development of a small Business Park for local 
	are out of scope for this NDP 

	TR
	businesses would be very welcome. We cannot complain about car traffic and lack of 

	TR
	local housing if everyone has to use a car to access employment in Newent or Ledbury. 
	HM2 Western Way Chapel is mention on P13 and P57, and is included in Policy 

	TR
	See also the last, very appropriate item on p 17 
	C1. St Mary’s Church in Kempley is outside of Dymock Parish and so is not in 

	TR
	scope of this NDP. The Diocese of Gloucester was invited to comment on the 

	TR
	HM 1 & 2 Page 26 It is noticeable that the plan, very sensibly, covers a wider area than 
	NDP but no response was received. 

	TR
	the Dymock Parish. However, it is noticeable that the internationally renowned St Mary’s 

	TR
	Church, located about 500 Metres inside Kempley parish is not mentioned in any item, 
	Policy C1. This covers the protection of community facilities and not the groups 

	TR
	despite the fact that the church, now owned by English Heritage encourage visitors to 
	that use these facilities. 

	TR
	use the facilities, Pub, Toilet, garage etc. located in Dymock. 

	TR
	Policy E1 & E2 support business development 

	TR
	HM2 Page 38 See also references on page 46 and in C! C” on Page 57. No Mention of St 

	TR
	Mary’s Church Kempley (See note above) or Western Way Chapel, which is situated in a 
	P101. These were results of the business owners in Dymock, including those 

	TR
	refurbished old railway shed made redundant when the Railway Closed in 1964. Also 
	who own tourist facilities such as holiday lets. Tourism was not raised as an 

	TR
	there is no mention of the two churches mentioned are part of a group Benefice, known 
	area where more businesses were required. The NDP supports tourism and this 

	TR
	as Leadon Vale, of 9 parishes of which Dymock and Preston are two. Significantly there is 
	is covered in Policy TM1 

	TR
	only one permanent clergy who lives at Redmarley to serve the 9 parishes. At present the 

	TR
	Rectory in Dymock is occupied by a Curate who is not a permanent post for the Benefice. 

	TR
	The property is owned by the Diocese of Gloucester who have made a number of 

	TR
	attempts to dispose of the property by sale in recent years and could do so again once 

	TR
	the current occupant leaves. 

	TR
	C1 Page 58 There is no mention of other local organisations, including the Garden Club 

	TR
	and particularly the Women’s Institute which celebrated 100 years of continual service to 

	TR
	the community in 2019 and meets regularly at the Village Hall. 

	TR
	TT 1&2 Page 94 Please note that the road from Windcross to Much Marcle is signed as a 

	TR
	Secondary (B numbered) road in Much Marcle and the Kempley St Mary’s Church 

	TR
	primary access is signed by English Heritage from Windcross crossroads on B4215. 

	TR
	E 1&2 Page 99 The business Park at Little Netherton is to be welcomed and similar 

	TR
	developments should be encouraged. The developments listed on pages 100 and 101 

	TR
	should be encouraged if we are to become a more self-sufficient community. 

	TR
	E 1 Page 101 It is disappointing that the hospitality sector is missing from this list. If we 

	TR
	wish to encourage Tourism this should be highlighted. 

	TR
	E3 Page 104 Note the increasing use of ‘Work from Home’ employment which should be 

	TR
	encouraged alongside Small business parks. 

	TR
	TM 1 Page 106 There is a good opportunity in Dymock to encourage Tourism. We do 

	TR
	need relevant facilities and also to encourage people to stay locally, including businesses 

	TR
	close to the boundary of Dymock, such as Three Choirs Wine and local Farm shops within 


	Table
	TR
	commercial facilities. Tourists using these facilities will boost trade in Dymock and assist facilities such as Beauchamp Arms to flourish. 

	Resident of 
	Resident of 
	 Dymock, 
	Post 
	The NDP is a wide ranging and comprehensive document that provides a valuable plan for development in the next few years. Once this document is approved we trust that members of the Dymock Parish Council and other legal organizations will consciously adhere to the policies that reflect the wishes of the community. 
	Thank you for your comment. No amendments have been made to the NDP 

	Resident 
	Resident 
	 Dymock 
	Post 
	Good afternoon Apologies for my email arriving so late in the day with regard to the NDP, but I just wanted to bring something to your attention. My family and I live in a bungalow on the driveway to High House. I read with interest the information regarding parking throughout the village. I thought when I returned my survey I had mentioned the difficulty of leaving High House when cars park on the main road but I see in the document that only the Willows was actually named. We agree that a car park in the 
	Thank you for your comments. The NDP has been amended to include parking issues along the main road. 

	Resident of 
	Resident of 
	, Dymock 
	Post 
	I am generally content with the policies and analysis outlined in the NDP. It seems comprehensive. There is one issue which I did not notice being covered in the read through. A significant number of people choose burial for their remains and St Mary’s churchyard is filling up. If people wish to have a local burial this may become problematic, many parishes now have no local burial ground (eg people from Ledbury have to access the cemetery in Hereford). The NDP does recognise the importance of the churchyar
	Thank you for your comments. The NDP has been updated with a Community Action for the Parish Council to work with Gloucestershire County Council and Dymock Church to purchase the land. The PCC of Dymock Church are conscious that the ancient and extensive churchyard is now limited in available space for further burials and interments. As the northern boundary of the Churchyard shares a boundary with a Gloucestershire County Council owned field, negotiations have been initiated to explore the possibility of p

	Resident of 
	Resident of 
	, Dymock 
	Post 
	Page 42 NE1 – NE4 Dymock Poets 
	Thank you for your comments. The NDP has been updated. 
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	TR
	Edward Thomas did not live in Dymock he STAYED and visited during 1914 stayed at Leddington during the summer of 1914. Eleanor Farjeon also stayed at Leddington and NOT Dymock. Suggest: End of 3 rd para under heading Dymock Poets Edward Thomas stayed in Leddington between April and September 1914 Last paragraph in that section: The author Eleanor Farjeon was a close friend of Edward Thomas and his wife and stayed in Leddington during 1914 and 1915. *** NB: Spelling of FARJEON Garland Hut was RESTORED in 201







