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Date: 30 April 2026   
Our ref: 546053 
Your ref: P0672/25/OUT 

 
 
Forest of Dean District Council 
planning@fdean.gov.uk  
 
BY EMAIL ONLY 
 
   

 
 Hornbeam House 
 Crewe Business Park 
 Electra Way 
 Crewe 
 Cheshire 
 CW1 6GJ 

 
 T 0300 060 3900 

  

 
Dear Emma Hughes,  
 
Planning consultation: Erection of 180 dwellings with public space & associated works 
Location: Land North Of, Carisbrook Road, Mitcheldean 
 
Thank you for your consultation on the above dated 13 April 2026 which was received by Natural 
England on the same date.   
 
Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the 
natural environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future 
generations, thereby contributing to sustainable development.    
 

 
SUMMARY OF NATURAL ENGLAND’S ADVICE 
 
NO OBJECTION - SUBJECT TO APPROPRIATE MITIGATION BEING SECURED 
 
Natural England considers that without appropriate mitigation the application would:  
 

• have an adverse effect on the integrity of Wye Valley and Forest of Dean Bat Special Area 
of Conservation https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/ 

 
In order to mitigate these adverse effects and make the development acceptable, the following 
mitigation measures should be secured:  
 

• Mitigation as set out in the Appropriate Assessment dated 10 April 2026 
 

We advise that an appropriate planning condition or obligation is attached to any planning 
permission to secure these measures. 
 
A lack of objection does not mean that there are no significant environmental impacts. Natural 
England advises that all environmental impacts and opportunities are fully considered and 
relevant local bodies are consulted.  
 
Natural England’s further advice on designated sites/landscapes and advice on other natural 
environment issues is set out below.  
 

 
Wye Valley and Forest of Dean Bat SAC 
 
Natural England notes that your authority, as competent authority, has undertaken an appropriate 
assessment of the proposal in accordance with regulation 63 of the Conservation of Species and 
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Habitats Regulations 2017 (as amended). Natural England is a statutory consultee on the 
appropriate assessment stage of the Habitats Regulations Assessment process. 
 
Your appropriate assessment concludes that your authority is able to ascertain that the proposal will 
not result in adverse effects on the integrity of any of the sites in question. Having considered the 
assessment, and the measures proposed to mitigate for all identified adverse effects that could 
potentially occur as a result of the proposal, Natural England advises that we concur with the 
assessment conclusions, providing that all mitigation measures are appropriately secured in any 
planning permission given.    
 
Other advice  
 
Further general advice on consideration of protected species and other natural environment issues 
is provided at Annex A.  
 
Should the developer wish to discuss the detail of measures to mitigate the effects described above 
with Natural England, we recommend that they seek advice through our Discretionary Advice 
Service. 
 
If you have any queries relating to the advice in this letter, please contact 
consultations@naturalengland.org.uk.  
 
Should the proposal change, please consult us again.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
Zoe George 
Central Casework Team 
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